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PRELIMIHAEy REPORT ON 


ALEUTIAN TRIP 3, PART B 
Sept ember-October 19^5 


Prepared at the 
Smithsonian Institution 


Max C. Thompson 











Itinerary 


25 September 

Depart St. Paul Island 

Arrive Anchorage 

28 September 

Depart Anchorage 

Arrive Adak Island 

29 September 

Board the R/v GEORGE B. KELEZ 

30 September 

Depart Adak Island 

19 October 

Arrive Adak Island 

20 October 

Depart Adak Island 

26 October 

Arrive Washington, DC. 
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Preliminary Report on Aleutian Trip J y 

Part B 

September-October 1965 

The second phase of the Aleutian Islands (1965) vork began on 28 
September vhen Smithsonian personnel consisting of Max C. Thompson (Leader) 
and Robert DeLong arrived at Adak. At Adak ve joined the Bureau of 
Commercial Fisheries ship the R/V GEORGE B. KELEZ on 29 September. The 
ship departed Adak for the Western Aleutians on JO September at 1600. 

The objectives of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries in the cruise 
vere to study the distribution of salmon on the high seas along longitude 
173° E from the Aleutian Islands to kl° N. Our objective vas to study 
distribution of sea birds in this area and to secure as many species as 
possible. Accordingly ve vere able to secure 57 specimens of 15 species. 

The Master of R/V G&ORGE B. KELEZ vas Harry Jacobsen and the Senior 
Biologist Jean Dunn. During the cruise oceanographic studies vere con¬ 
ducted by James Ingraham. The ship returned to Adak on 19 October after 
covering some 2,000 miles. 

Methods 

The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries placed a 17-foot fiberglass skiff 
aboard the ship vhich vas placed over the side by a deck crane. We vere 
alloved to use this boat vhenever veather permitted vhich vas three times. 
Since the ship had to make approximately 60 miles per day, ve vere forced 
to run vith the ship as it progressed. This alloved us to collect tvo 
to three hours at a time. 









2 

The shearwaters were attracted to the skiff and were quite easy to 

collect. The ship itself would make them veer away long before they were 
within shooting range. 

We tried chumming with squid from the fantail of the ship to attract 
albatrosses, shearwaters and petrels. We were successful and collected 
four banded albatrosses in this manner. Had we put the skiff over at 
this time we could have taken shearwaters and a few petrels. 

opotlights were used at night to attract birds but only one petrel 
was taken. One Pterodroma (not P. inexpectata ) was attracted to the 
light but we were unable to collect it. 

Oceanographic Work 

We can only generalize on the correlation of the oceanographic data 

with the distribution of birds at-sea at this time. When Mr. Ingraham r s 

report comes out we may be able to make specific statements. The ship 

made several Hansen Bottle casts to 1,000 meters and at least three 

bathythermograph readings to 260 meters each day, sometimes several more. 

It appeared at the time that the distribution of birds in the area covered 

was governed by the salinity, surface and sub-surface temperature of the 
water. 

• i 

* 

Mar ine Mammals 

Several species of mammals vere observed, on the cruise and 1 


observations are listed in Table 2. 
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Bird Species Accounts 

Diomedea nigripes . Black-footed Albatross, This species was first sighted 
north of Tanaga Island one hour and thirty-two minutes after leaving Adak. 
They followed us throughout our cruise but were not as abundant as the 
Lays an Albatross. Three specimens were taken, all with bands: 

♦ 

697-75041 Banded at Midway, 15 January 1963* 
recovered 47° 18% 173° 13 % 9 October 1965 . 

737-45140 Banded at Kure, 29 October 1963, 
recovered 47° 13% 173° 14% 9 October 1965 . 

737*45577 Banded at Kure, 8 November 1965* 
recovered 47° 03 % 173 l6 T E, 9 October 1965 . 

« 

The total number of Black-footed Albatross recorded in approximately 
2,000 miles was 120. 

Diomedea immutabilis . Laysan Albatross. As in 1964, the Laysan Albatross 

continues to be the more common of the two albatrosses currently found in 

the Aleutian area. A total of six was sighted in the Bering Sea which 

is the first record north of the Aleutian Islands. The trip total was 

287 individuals. Two specimens were taken, one of which was banded: 

737"96286 Banded at Kure, 14 March 1965 , 
recovered 44 25 % 173° 02 % 13 October I 965 . 

The Laysan Albatross responds very well to chumming behind the ship. 

Although it is more difficult to see the bands on the Laysan, it seems 

the proportion of Black-footed Albatrosses banded was higher than in 

this species. 

Fulmarus glacialis . Fulmar. In contrast with the Bering Sea area, the 
area south of the Aleutian Islands is populated by predominantly dark 
phase birds. This species was seen south to 43° 51 % 173° 00 f E on 
13 October. 


* 
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Puffinus creatopus . Pink-footed Shearwater. Although no specimens were 
taken, we felt sure that we saw this shearwater at 45° 51'N, 175° 02'E 
mixed in with a flock of New Zealand Shearwaters. The dusky sides to the 
breast were in direct contrast to the Immaculate underparts of the New 
Zealand Shearwater's. The Pink-footed Shearwater has been recorded from 
Forrester Island in southeastern Alaska. There are no records from the 
Northwestern Pacific. 

Puffinus carneipes . Pale-footed Shearwater. We first saw this shearwater 
at i*-5° 51'N, 175° 02'E on 12 October. We collected ten and saw an estimated 
100 in the area. Our most southerly record was at 4l°N 173°E and the most 
northerly 47° 39'N, 173° 05'E. These birds have been reported previously 
from this latitude in the Hokkaido Island area of Japan. 

Puffinus bulleri. New Zealand Shearwater. The distribution of this 
species followed closely with that of the above shearwater in our area. 

Six were collected from a flock of about 100 on 12 October at 45° 51'N, 

I 73 0 02'E. Our most northerly record is at 47° 39'N, 173° 05'E. This 
shearwater was found in this area by Kuroda in 1955. 

Puffinus griseus . Sooty Shearwater. Some of our problems in distinguish¬ 
ing this species from the following were solved with the collecting of 
19 specimens south of the Aleutian Islands. There is but one previous 
record (specimen) from the Aleutians. We saw it last year in the 
immediate vicinity of Attu and Agattu and this year in the vicinity of 
Kiska on the Bering Sea side. It is apparent from our records that this 
species becomes more common as you progress westward through the islands. 

I 

The largest concentrations were in the vicinity of 4-5°N 175°E. 
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Puffinus tenuirostris . Slender-billed Shearwater. We observed this 
species commonly in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands on the Bering Sea 
side. The most southerly of our records vas 50° 38'N 172° 51 f E- Upon 
our return to the Adak area on 19 October we observed only five, indicating 
the southward migration was nearly over. 

Pterodroma inexpectata . Scaled Petrel. Several observed on the Bering 

i ° „ 

Sea side of the Aleutians and south to 4l N. One specimen was collected 
at 49° 32'N 173° 00 r E. Kenyon (unpublished manuscript) reports seeing 
several at 55° 28'N 175° 25*W which is the first report from the Bering 
Sea. It appears that the northwest Pacific area is one of the major 
Wintering areas of this species. 

Pterodroma sp. Several small white-bellied Pterodroma were seen below 
46° 52 1 N 173° 38 1 E. We collectively called them Cook r s-Bonin Island as 
we were unable to obtain specimens. The Cook's Petrel has been taken on 
Adak Island in the Aleutians. 

Oceanodroma furcata . Fork-tailed Petrel. The Fork-tailed Petrel was 
seen as far south as kl° 35 'N 172° 55 f E. It was never very common which 
may reflect the difficulty in seeing it against the gray waters of the 
North Pacific. 

Oceanodroma leucorhoa . Leach's Petrel. The most common petrel in the area 
covered by the cruise. There is a possibility that we were also seeing 
some Oceanodroma castro but this could not be ascertained. 

Oceanodroma markhami . Sooty Storm Petrel. Petrels thought to be this 

species were first seen at 44° 51 T N 173° 02'N and south to 4l°N 173°2. 

\ 

It was Impossible to be positive of tbe identifications except that they 
were large dark petrels. The forked tail was distinctly seen in at least 
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two individuals. There is a possibility that some Bulveria hulverli were 
also being observed. These birds, if correctly identified, represent the 
most northerly distribution record of this species. 

Fhalacrocorax sp. Cormorant. Confined almost entirely to coastal waters. 

| 

Our most southerly record is at 50 N about 80 miles from land, 

Fhilacte canagica . Emperor Goose. On 5 October^ four vere seen flying 

south at 51° 51''H 172° 58'E. 

* 

Somateria molissima. Common Eider. Common around the coastal vaters of 
Adak. 

Histrionicus histrionicus . Harlequin Ruck. Common in the coastal areas 
and one seen 50 miles south of Amchitka Island. 

Pluvialis dominica. Golden Plover. We first saw this plover 30 miles 
northwest of Kiska Island heading south on 1 October. On 2 October a 
flock of five circled the ship at 52 ° 25% 173°E before heading 210°. 

On 10 October a single bird circled the ship several times at 4o 46'N 
173° 30'E before heading 240°. Sixteen minutes later a Golden Plover 
again circled the ship and again headed 240°. These observations probably 
/ represent the same bird. On 11 October at 4^° 26'H 172° 50'E another 

plover circled the ship but we were unable to tell in which direction 

he headed. 

Arenaria interpres . Ruddy Turnstone. Our only sight record was at 50° 

42'H 1720 50'E. The bird was on a heading of l60° which was nearly a 
straight line from our position to Kune Island. 

Fhalaropus fulicarius . Red Phalarope. Several flocks of 10 to 20 
observed in the vicinity of 4l°N but not seen elsewhere. 


r 
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Stercorarlus pomar inus . Pomarine Jaeger, We observed jaegers as far 
south as 173° 05 f E. The majority vere Pomarine Jaegers. Their 

distribution seems to coincide with that of the Black-legged Kittivake. 
Stercorarius parasiticus . Parasitic Jaeger. See above commentary. 
Catharacta skua . Skua. One vas collected at ^5° 20'N 173°E. Another 
vas seen at 48°N 173° 03 T E. Although ve did not make positive identifi¬ 
cation, ve feel sure that others vere observed prior to the collected 
specimen. 

Larus glaucescens . Glaucous-vinged Gull. Primarily a bird of the 
coastal areas. Observed as far south as k9° 177° 

laris argent at us . Herring Gull. We had three records of this species 
vith the most southerly being kb° 25 ! N 173° 02 T E. No other member of 
the Laridae was seen as far south as this on our cruise. 

Kissa tridactyla . Black-legged Kittivake. Observed as far south as 
kb° 38 1 N 173° 05*E. Abundant north of this latitude. The jaegers seem 
to be associated closely vith the kittivakes and constantly harass them 
for food. 

Uria lomvia . Thick-billed Murre. Only one specimen vas taken in the 
gill-net this year as compared to 17 last year, and very fev vere seen 
at sea. 

Cyclorrhynchus psittacula . Parakeet Auklet. Observed in the immediate 
coastal waters of the Aleutians but not in pelagic waters. 

Aethia cristatella. Crested Auklet. We have one record between Kiska 



and Buidir Islands. 
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Fratercula coraiculata . Homed. Puffin. Uncommon out of the coastal 
vaters of the Aleutians. Two birds vere observed at 46° 04'N 173° 00'E 
on 16 October. It is interesting to note that the large numbers of 
puffins picked up on Kure Island in 1963 were this species and not the 

following. 

Lunda cirrhata . Tufted Puffin. The most common alcid in pelagic vaters 
covered by our cruise. The Tufted Puffin was found as far south as 43° 

49'N 173° 04'E. 





















TABLE 1. List of Birds collected from the R/v GEORGE B. KELEZ 

October 1965 

Black-footed Albatross 3 

Laysan Albatross 2 

Fulmar 2 

Pale-footed Shearwater 10 

New Zealand Shearwater 6 

Sooty Shearwater 19 

Slender-billed Shearwater 2 

Scaled Petrel 1 

leach f s Petrel 1 

Fork-tailed Petrel 1 

Pomarine Jaeger 3 

Skua 1 

Black-legged KLttiwake 3 

Tufted Puffin 3 

Total 57 
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Table 2. Marine Mammals Observed on the p/y George B. Kelez 

Cruise 1 6 
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Species 

Date 

Locality 

Number 

Time 

Steller T s Sea Lion 

1 October 

52° 19’N 178 ° 28 'E 

1 

1029 

Northern Fur Seal 

1 October 

52° 30'N 178 ° 27 'E 

1 

1755 

Northern Fur Seal 

2 October 

52° 25'N 173° 00'E 

1 

0847 

Steller’s Sea Lion 

2 October 

52°. 01 'N 172 0 58 'E 

1 

1900 

^teller's Sea Lion 

3 October 

51° 58 'N I 72 0 53'E 

1 

0830 

Northern Fur Seal 

3 October 

51° 58'N 172 ° 53 'e 

1 

0915 

Northern Fur Seal '* 

4 October 

51° 17'N 172 ° 47 'E 

1 

0835 

Northern Fur Seal 

9 October 

47°.30'n 173° 15'E 

1 

0920 

Sperm Whale 

12 October 

45° 10'N 173° 02'E 

7 

1430 

Northern Fur Seal 

12 October 

45° 10 'N 173° 02.'E 

1 

1445 

Killer Whale 

12 October 

45° 09 'N 173 ° 02 'E 

4 

1534 

Northern Fur Seal 

13 October 

44° 23'N 173° 02'E 

1 

1337 

Sperm Whale 

15 October 

4i°:.oo'k 173 0 00 'e 

10 

0900 

Sperm Whale 

17 October 

47 ° 26 'N 173 0 05 'E 

1 

1045 

Dali Porpoise 

17 October 

47° 39'N 173 ° 05'E 

1 

1200 

Sei Whale ? 

17 October 

47 ° 40'n 173° 03 'E 

m 

2 

1235 

Porpoise 

17 October 

48° 00 'N 173 ° 03 'E 

5 

1430 






































o-l 


0-1 

0-6 

0-1 


175 * 


180 ’ 


ATTU I 


AGAT^y I 

. 2' 

0-3 




0-1 


* ,S *A \» * 


o 


AMCHITKA I 


\ 


0 


* 



0-1 


• 50 


50 — 


0-2 


0-1 



« 
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Map III. Sightings of shearwaters 
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Columns: 


(MIXED RED AND BLUE) 

3-5 vessel code. See Appendix No. 2, p. 44. 007 = C. H. Gilbert . 

6-9 cruise number. For example, cruise 47 would be written 0047. 
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44-45 wind direction. Code according to Table 1, H.O. Pub. 606-c» 

46-47 wind speed. Record in whole knots. 
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Blank. " bottle no." This field is to record surface nutrients. 
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below. 
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Columns: 


(MIXED RED AND BLUE) 

3-5 vessel code. See Appendix No. 2, p. 44. 007 = C. H. GiIb e r t 
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Columnss 


(MIXED RED AND BLUE) 

3-5 vessel code. See Appendix No. 2, p. 44. 007 * C. H. Gilbert . 

6-9 cruise number. For example, cruise 47 would be written 0047. 

(RED ONLY) 

44-45 wind direction. Code according to Table 1, H.O. Pub. 606-c. 

46-47 wind speed. Record in whole knots. 

48-49 barometer. Read in millibars and code according to Table 2, 

H.O. Pub* 606-c. 

50-51 weather. Code according to Table 3, H.O. Pub. 606-c® 

52 sea. Code according to Table 7, H.O. Pub. 606-c. 

53 visibility. Code according to Table 6 , H.O. Pub. 606-c. 

(BLUE ONLY) 

32-341 

35-3?J Enter both in degrees Centigrade to the nearest .1 • 

36 cloud type. Code according to Table 4, H.O. Pub. 606-c. 

39 cloud amount. Code according to Table 5, H.O. Pub. 606-c. 

(RED ONLY) 

Blank. " bottle no.” This field is to record surface nutrients. 

If, for example, surface phosphate is taken, enter ?t PQ 4 ,, in 
the space above the word "bottle." Enter PO 4 bottle numbers 
below. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
DIVISION OF BIRDS 
AT SEA CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA 
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WAVES IN WHOLE DEGREES; WAVE PERIOD IN SECONDS; WAVE HEIGHT IN WHOLE FEET; SEA LEVEL PRESSURE IN MILLIBARS 
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REMARKS: 


ALL TIMES LOCAL (WHISKEY); WIND DIR. IN WHOLE DEGREES; WIND SPEED IN KNOTS; 
WAVES IN WHOLE DEGREES; WAVE PERIOD IN SECONDS; WAVE HEIGHT IN WHOLE FEET; 


TEMPERATURES IN FAHRENHEIT; VISIBILITY IN NAUTICAL MILES; 
SEA LEVEL PRESSURE IN MILLIBARS 
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